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Preface

This is the second iteration of TNCM and the progression of drafts will
continue, but now without the extensive appendix of materials about
models of world history. We have made out point there, and the material
has been moved to a new book, Out of Revolution, as the core issues of
TNCM are spotlighted as a kind of ‘manifesto generator’ in the context of
a companion volume, Last and First Men: 1848+: Capitalism, Communism
and the End of History. But an alternate view of world history remains on
the table. The issue is in essence simple: history and evolution have been
confused by darwinian thinking and we need a neutral stance on issues
that historical materialists and religious teleologists mishandle. For the
sake of our manifesto we try to be wary of theories and not to dogmatize
about economic systems.

We should consider the issue of historical dynamics in terms of Kantian
antinomial concepts, with the issue of teleology treated in that context. We
have also shown how to resolve what we call Kant’s Challenge, and this
can be found in the companion volume. That will allow a ‘dialectical’
approach, which means keeping an open mind. The basis theory of
historical materialism looks increasingly dated now, and in any case was a
crypto-teleological thesis disguised behind a form of reductionism. We
offer beyond our discussions of models a very simple approach using
periodization, and that simple tool is enough to expose a remarkable
structure to world history. Its relevance to the ‘end of history” debate lies
in seeing that the real question is the ‘beginning of history’ as the creation
of a perfected civil constitution, to use a phrase from Kant. We leave in the
background the remarkable generalization of the ‘end of history’ meme in
the original version of Kant in his famous essay on history. The hopeless
muddle of dialectics, Hegel, economic theory need a larger correction in a
more general view of philosophy before the era of the very complicated
Hegel. What is needed is a balanced vision of socialism, and we touch on



what we call ‘market neo-communism’, with emphasis on the ‘neo’. This
and both address and bypass the confusion over the calculation debate,
and allow a viable approach to a transitional system that can posit a
foundational socialism beyond private property, but with an experimental
approach to economic systems, and with a threshold level cut off that will
allow a degree of autonomy at the low end. Our discussion of the questions
moves beyond the probably fallacious idea of epochs, with capitalism
succeeding feudalism: we are free agents historically and we can and

should move to close the epoch of capitalism because its very nature is
flawed.

TOWARD A NEW COMMUNIST MANIFESTO

...The distinguishing feature of Communism is not the abolition of
property generally, but the abolition of bourgeois property. But
modern bourgeois private property is the final and most complete
expression of the system of producing and appropriating products,
that is based on class antagonisms, on the exploitation of the many
by the few. In this sense, the theory of the Communists may be
summed up in the single sentence: Abolition of private property...
From the Communist Manifesto

The Crisis of Capitalist Globalization

At a time of social crisis, the classic Manifesto of Marx and Engels in
the era of the 1848 revolutions resonates with an eerie relevance for the
age of neoliberalism and dangerous climate change. The clever fiction of
the end of history is exposed as an artifice of philosophic legerdemain,
Hegel from the bottom of the deck. The original tour de force would be
a hard act to follow, but in reality our ‘new’ manifesto is a studied echo
of the old brought to its real future, via the prophetic desperation of two
revolutionaries before their time. The era of the 1848 upheavals, in the
last tremors of the mighty French Revolution, has been called a turning
point in world history, but one which failed to turn. It is an ironic aspect
of our current era that this ‘revolution manqué’ is an apt metaphor for
our own predicament. It threw down the gage to the future of the whole



of industreality. That remarkable period of revolt was a shot over the
bows of the capitalist revolution unfolding toward its long march to
globalization, with the problematical outcome of its success beset once
again with the haunting realization the failure to turn is a world of
markets going mad. A rational limit or else overthrow of the new
capitalist affair might have spared the planetary community much
suffering, but now the issue goes into the critical zone, as the crisis
reaches a point of no return. And that moment has a symbolic
significance in terms of a larger view of world history.
The status of late capitalism is desperate:

As the planet nears the point of no-return at the threshold of climate

criticality, the conservative sector of the American congress

threatens to veto the US treaty obligation with respect to the recent

Paris climate conference: this example typifies the extreme terminal

ideological seizure of consciousness by capitalist ideology and

tokens a recompute of the American system of government...

The crisis of capitalism is the crisis of planetary destruction in the
onset of catastrophic climate change. And this is becoming a crisis of
modernity itself. The inability of the powers of government to mediate
the capitalist process condemns both and asks for a program of (new)
communism to bring sanity to a body politic mesmerized by the ideology
of economic illusion. The tenets of free market economics have been exposed
to stark falsification in the inability of the system to respond to the disaster of
climate change. This extreme example leads to a second look at much of the rest
of the ideology of random economic activity. Self-regulating markets are shown
to be a myth. The effect of ideology blinding agents to their situation is clearly
prophesied by the earliest observers of capitalism.

Marx/Engels correctly saw the crisis of globalization and deserve to
speak for our present in the rough outline of their remarkable Manifesto.
We must try to ‘throughpass’ their classic while creating a more flexible
superset of that classic as a venue to practical realization. We will
concretize the result with a gesture to define ‘market neo-communism’
as one realization of the original proclamations. We must emphasize the
prefix ‘neo’ and move to a discussion of a New Communism as if
encountering the idea for the first time.



Marxist shibboleths It is a spectacular effect to see the period of the
passing of the Hegelian school proceed to the era of Feuerbach and the
many associated figures of that period, including Marx and Engels
who spawn the new vision of economic history just at the point of the
failed revolutions of 1848. Those revolutions failed, but they
prophesied the future of a ‘last revolution’ that would set the true fate
of modernity. Clearly they were premature, as Marx/Engels
sensed...Those two went on to create a remarkable canon to codify a
new view of society, economics, and revolution, one that would nearly
overtake the twentieth century, despite what we see now is still
another version of the failed revolutions of 1848, and the roll back
after 1989. Marxism produces a powerful basic corpus, but, as noted,
it has elements of distortion, or so we suspect.... We should note that
it was beset with the difficulty of analyzing economic systems, the
debates over the labor theory of value, as one example, and the sudden
onset of marginalist economics in one of the spookiest of capitalism
dead bed survivals. Beyond this we see also the appearance of Kantian
ethical socialism in an attempt to critique the reductionist positivism
of the marxists. Beyond this the proliferation of social democratic
substitutes for the full transition beyond capitalism.

Leninist interlude The first aftershock of the 1848 “failed revolutions’
was the great Russian Revolution, which was both a standard
democratic revolution of the classic type attempting to overthrow the
medieval Tsarist phantom, and a first attempt to bring about the final
revolution against capitalism. The question of Leninism arises in this
context as a hard to evaluate circumstance that carries a flawed
ideological complex but which probably prophesies the future of
‘chase plane’ communism to come.... Lenin is not a transparent figure
who belongs to his followers, but a mysterious agent of revolution in
a prefiguration of the coming of postcapitalism. The core issues are
the ethical perspectives of the agent of change, and the need for an
economic solution to the operation of markets. We can and should
argue the ‘dialectic’ of these two questions, and see the way an ethical
nihilism, foreseen by the Kantian socialists, can enter like bilge water
into the good ship Communism, and the way that the cunning
capitalists with tricks of phantom calculus outplayed Marxist



rendering of Adam Smith, and how figures like the market evangelist
Mises, etc., performed the feat of turning the idea of freedom into a
libertarian finesse, along with a valid challenge to socialist planning
on the grounds of the dynamic of markets.

Last Men and their Smartphones The passing of the Leninist
Interlude has given the appearance of final sanction to the capitalist
future, but already by the end of the twentieth century the reality
would seem that a flawed socialism was abandoned to search for the
real thing, even as the so-called neoliberal age began a rapid conquest
of globalization, economy, and government. The fall of the original
Leninist interlude begins even to seem a mistake, despite its massively
flawed outcomes.

The basic development of communism is and remains nonetheless a
world historical outcome to the modern transition, in ambiguous relation
to democracy, and will spawn sooner or later a new version in the wake of
the failure of bolshevism... At the moment of climate crisis, we sense the
desperation of the euphoria over the capitalist miracle with its final gesture
of planetary destruction. The debate over the last man, which started with
Nietzsche takes an ominous leftist form as the ideological rigor mortis of
capitalist ideological in its final symptoms produces a social nexus
completely bemused to the point of blindness to the destruction of
environment, and the final carbon destiny of the capitalist industrial
revolution. Nietzsche was a distortion of the early modern, but had a point
about the ‘last man’ the participants in the modern experiment are

































































































































